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College campus visits. ACT prep. 
Acceptance letters, enrollment forms, 
financial aid and scholarship applica-
tions and transcripts. Graduation.

With all the excitement and stress of 
planning for college, the hard work 
that brought you to this important 
point in your life can become a blur. 
Those people who helped you along 
the way and milestone moments 
can be forgotten. It’s important to 
take an opportunity to reflect on 
them -- the teachers, the counsel-
ors, the classmates, the challenging 
academic programs and enriching 
educational opportunities – to re-

member their support in the suc-
cesses of your journey.  

You all are products of the Detroit 
Public Schools, and you should be 
proud of your accomplishments, 
just as the Detroit Public Schools 
Foundation is proud of all it does to 
support DPS and its students. From 
enhancing experiences in STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics) to bolstering fine 
arts programs, the DPS Foundation 
helps DPS to provide a stimulating, 
challenging and successful educa-
tion for all DPS students. 

Through the support of the DPS 
Foundation, DPS students have 
been given the opportunity to 
showcase their musical and artistic 
talents at the annual DPS Evening 
of Fine Arts and to compete in a 
statewide engineering competition 
that took students all the way to the 
nation’s capital, where they partici-
pated in the White House Science 
Fair. The Foundation is pleased to 
have supported the annual DPS 
Excellence Awards Banquet, where 
student achievement is recognized 
and scholarships are awarded to 
help DPS graduates pursue further 
education. With the Foundation’s 

help, DPS provides all of this, and 
more, to make sure its students 
shine and succeed.  

To ensure that light continues to 
shine for DPS and its students, the 
Foundation asks alumni to share 
your DPS stories so current and 
future DPS students are inspired to 
excel in their educational pursuits. 
Graduation is not the end of your 
DPS story; it’s a new chapter, one in 
which, as DPS alumni, you can con-
tinue to support DPS and encourage 
those students who follow in your 
steps to achieve all they are capable 
of achieving. 

To help alumni – new and not so 
new – support DPS, the Foundation 
soon will embark on an exciting new 
alumni program enabling you to 
keep in touch with DPS and to sup-
port programs and activities benefit-
ting DPS students.  

Signing up for the alumni program 
is easy. Simply phone Erica Sand-
ers, Alumni Development Specialist 
for DPS Foundation, at (313) 873-
8976 or email her at esanders@
detroitpsfoundation.org. One 
important feature of the program 
will be a DPS alumni website that 
will serve as the “go to” place for all 
alumni to keep in touch with fellow 

alumni, obtain information on DPS 
programs and activities, and learn 
about ways to support DPS. 

The DPS Foundation congratulates 
all members of the DPS Class of 
2012 on your graduation and wishes 
you much success in your future 
pursuits. As the new class of alumni, 
the Foundation also urges you to 
remember how much you benefit-
ted from your DPS education and to 
continue supporting DPS so future 
generations may receive those same 
advantages. 

Ford and study co-authors Gilman Whiting 
and Tarek Grantham believe Black gifted 
students need counseling to help them 
deal with peer pressure, poor self-esteem 
and stereotypes, but naysayers indicate 
that this issue is an urban myth unworthy 
of further conversation. What do you think? 
Share your comments and experiences at 
www.michronicle.com/urbaned

What People Are Posting About 
“Acting Black:”

-No one has ever 
told me that I 
“act Black.” I do 
see White kids 
trying to “act 
Black” by using 
Black slang with 
other White kids 
though.  

-Nigel Taylor 
Southfield /  
U of D High 
School

-How about this. Quit ACTING period. 
- blacknerdgirl

-Why are African Americans on the 
bottom? How has ‘right’ behavior become 
White, and something for Blacks to avoid? 
– actingwhite.blogspot post

 -What is “acting Black” or “acting White?” 
And why do(es) ghetto = Black/Hispanic? 
I know some ghetto ass ppl from other 
races! So if a white person like rap they’re 
acting black! If a black person speaks 
proper they are acting white? Aren’t we 
bringing down our races when we say stuff 
like that? Why ppl can’t just like what they 
like or be who they are w/o hearing stuff 
like this?? We really need to cut this igno-
rant sh_ _ out! - Kyheaven

-Why should I have to sound and speak a 
certain way? -blackgrl
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