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Message from Alumni Development Specialis
Erica Sanders

Throughout the past several months, I've 
had the pleasure of meeting many groups 
and DPS alumni and participating in 
your reunions, special events and volunteer 
efforts as part of the DPS Foundation 
Alumni Giving and Development Program. It 
has been truly inspiring to see all of the 
great people and groups doing remarkable 
things for the city and its students.

These moments of teamwork and 
remembrance bring students past and 
present together, and I've seen the joy it 
brings to alumni to see the recent triumphs 
of the schools and how each of them have contributed to today's 
successes by being a part of the school's heritage. 

So, I encourage you to get involved. There are many ways to give 
back, including various opportunities to volunteer, especially as we 
approach the holidays. If you need help finding a place for your time
and talents, please contact me at info@dpsalumni.org or 
313.873.8976. 

Alumni Build Online Timeline for DPS Legacy

Since the first Alumni Newsletter was sent out a few weeks ago, 
several alumni have contributed to the DPSalumni.org timeline, 
sharing their photos and memories for all who visit the site. 

Detroit Public Schools has a very rich legacy, and we are looking 
forward to a robust timeline on the website. Not only do we urge you
to take a look, if you have photographs from your time at a DPS 
school, please visit www.dpsalumni.org and share your memory. 

Alumni Spotlight: Ed Deeb

Ed Deeb has been a leader with many titles, from the Michigan Food 
and Beverage Association to the Michigan Business and Professional 
Association to Eastern Market to Metro Detroit Youth Day, among 
others. He also is a very proud member of the Eastern High School 
Class of 1954. 

Throughout the years, Ed has supported Detroit's students and work
to keep DPS alumni connected. More than a decade ago, he helped 
launch a DPS Alumni Association that included 15 DPS schools before
funding for the group ultimately had to be cut from the schools' 
budget. He also was instrumental in the recent special dedication 
ceremony for Eastern High School. 

For the past 30 years, Ed has inspired Detroit students through Metr
Detroit Youth Day, the largest youth event in the state, attracting 
more than 800,000 kids each year to Belle Isle. The theme of the 
event is to inspire the next generation with messages from thriving 
professionals so they too strive to succeed. 

His thoughts about the importance of alumni involvement appear as 
guest blog on the Detroit Public Schools Foundation blog. Read it 
here. 

McGregor Fund and DPS Alumna Present 
Grant Competition for Mumford Students 

Thanks to the McGregor Fund and Mumford alumna Denise Lewis, 
through the Detroit Public Schools Foundation, students at Mumford 
High School will soon have the real-world opportunity to participate i
a grant writing competition for $15,000 for a club or school 
organization in which they participate. 

Beginning December 3rd, students in school 
clubs and organizations, under the leadership of 
a club sponsor, can write and develop grant 
proposals detailing how their organization could 
make use of a $15,000 grant. Students will 
receive information about what elements need 
to be included and how to submit their 
proposals by the December 21st deadline. 

A team of judges - comprised of a community 
member, members of school leadership, school 
staff members and students - will select one 
club or organization as the winner. The 
proposals will be evaluated based on their merit and justification of 
funds, as well as the depth of response and academic merit of the 
proposal. 

We want to hear from you!
We encourage you to register on www.dpsalumni.org and share your photos and memories.

The Detroit Public Schools Foundation is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to 
supporting Detroit students. For additional information about the Detroit Public Schools Foundati

Alumni Giving and Development program, please contact Erica Sanders, Alumni Development 
Specialist, at 313.873.8976 or via email at info@dpsalumni.org.
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