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Glenda Price's mission: Strengthen annual giving to DPS Foundation 
Glenda Price, who succeeded Chacona Johnson as president of the Detroit Public Schools 

Foundation last fall, is on a mission to strengthen the foundation's annual giving program. 

Price, who retired as president of Marygrove College in 2006, came out of retirement in 2008 

to serve as interim president of the Michigan Colleges Foundation, an organization that raises 

funds for the state's private liberal arts colleges. 

"Going forward we want to maintain the large gifts, as feasible, but our attention in the near 

future will be focused on developing a strong annual giving program," Price said. 

"We have a need for a broad base of supporters who will give year after year." 

Under Johnson— formerly a longtime development officer for the University of Michigan, who is now with 

the Wayne State University Foundation— the DPS Foundation had success bringing in some larger gifts. 

Between the time the stagnant foundation was dusted off in the fall of 2009 and December 2010, Johnson and 

her small staff raised $2.2 million in corporate, foundation and individual contributions, with the bulk coming 

from larger gifts. 

But even Johnson saw the need for annual gifts. Under her direction, the foundation launched its first-ever 

annual appeal at the end of 2010. 

Under Price, the foundation set a goal to raise $1.5 million this year, up from $1.2 million in fiscal 2012. 

Within the larger goal are targets to raise $850,000 from corporations and $650,000 from small businesses 

and individuals. 

Price said she anticipates reaching that goal, which will enable the foundation to make $1 million in grants 

again this year. 

"It will be a stretch, but we think that it is doable," she said. 

The General Motors Foundation and Rock Ventures LLC have each made a $25,000 grant to the 

foundation this year, Price said. 

"(And) we have received word that PNC will renew its commitment to the Grow Up Great initiative in the 

range of $250,000 for next school year." 

The DPS Foundation is funding programs that benefit DPS students and those at former DPS schools that are 

now part of the Educational Achievement Authority of Michigan. Those programs include the DPS 

Reading Corps, early childhood education, fine and performing arts programs, math and science 

competitions for students of all ages, principal development and teacher enhancement.  
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